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Source: SE analysis of ONS data. + figures denote a contribution to the total, whilst – denotes a negative, reducing the total.

REGIONAL SCOTLAND

Industry

% share of net 

regional start-up 

growth 2010-17

% share of overall net 

start-up growth in 

Scotland 2010-17

Professional, scientific & technical +48.44% +2.22%

Administrative & support services +15.11% +0.69%

Information & communication +13.78% +0.63%

Accommodation & food services +8.44% +0.39%

Manufacturing +4.89% +0.22%

Real estate activities +4.44% +0.20%

Transport & storage +4.44% +0.20%

Construction +2.22% +0.10%

Electricity, gas, steam & air conditioning +1.78% +0.08%

Human health & social work +1.78% +0.08%

Finance & insurance +1.33% +0.06%

Arts, entertainment, recreation +0.89% +0.04%

Mining, quarrying & utilities +0.89% +0.04%

Water supply, sewerage, waste management +0.44% +0.02%

Education -1.33% -0.06%

Other service activities -3.56% -0.16%

Wholesale & retail trade -4.00% -0.18%

The region saw an increase in its start-ups relative to its business base of 
+10.2% vs the Scotland average of +11.1%. Only 4.6% of the total 

growth in start-ups in Scotland from 2010 came in this region.

Summary
The region appears to underperform in terms of its start-up rate and its 

contribution to the Scotland performance, relative to its business 
population size. 

This may be linked to strong performance in the region since 2010 
amongst mid-sized businesses (responsible for 15% of the turnover and 
14% of the employment growth in Scotland, despite having just 7% of the 
total MSB population). Further investigation may suggest that (similar to 
Glasgow) if it is ‘easier’ to find paid employment, then entrepreneurship 

and start-up rates are lower.

The region was second to the Glasgow City Region for the percentage of 
start-ups in higher productivity industries (79.1% vs the Scotland average 

of 78%), which may suggest (in addition to the lower start-up rate 
creation) a link between these and larger MSBs, in terms of creating 

companies to feed into supply chains of larger (and successful) MSBs. 

In terms of locally traded industries, 28.9% of startups in the region were 
found in these areas, vs 29% across the whole of Scotland.


