
Tay Cities

Source: SE analysis of ONS data. + figures denote a contribution to the total, whilst – denotes a negative, reducing the total.

REGIONAL SCOTLAND

Industry

% share of net 

regional start-up 

growth 2010-17

% share of overall net 

start-up growth in 

Scotland 2010-17

Professional, scientific & technical +47.08% +5.91%

Administrative & support services +21.75% +2.73%

Information & Communication +9.09% +1.14%

Manufacturing +9.09% +1.14%

Construction +4.71% +0.59%

Electricity, gas, steam & air conditioning +4.55% +0.57%

Real estate activities +3.25% +0.41%

Accommodation & food services +2.76% +0.35%

Transport & storage +1.30% +0.16%

Finance & insurance +0.97% +0.12%

Human health & social work +0.97% +0.12%

Water supply, sewerage, waste management +0.81% +0.10%

Education +0.49% +0.06%

Mining, quarrying & utilities +0.32% +0.04%

Arts, entertainment, recreation -0.32% -0.04%

Other service activities -2.27% -0.29%

Wholesale & retail trade -4.55% -0.57%

The region saw an increase in its start-ups relative to its business base of 
+10.6% vs +11.1% average across Scotland. 12.5% of the total growth in 

start-ups in Scotland from 2010 came from the Tay Cities.

The performance in Fife has been the principal driver of this, with 
considerably higher start-up rates than the other local authorities, highlighting 

a significant variance in performance across the region. 

Summary
In the region, three industries accounted for the majority of net start-up 

growth, reflecting the broad pattern seen in all regions, particularly those with 
a city-focus. 

The percentage contribution from these industries was more balanced and 
less concentrated than other regions, and combined with the low number of 
industries experiencing more business deaths than births, suggests the Tay 

Cities is one of the more balanced in business creation. 

The challenge appears to be two-fold; firstly to increase the number of new 
businesses being created and secondly, to seek to undertake measures to 

ensure the growth is seen across all four local authorities. 

Perhaps reflecting the balanced industry growth, the region was the closest to 
the Scottish average for start-ups being in high-productivity industries (78.9% 

vs 78%) and in locally traded industries (28.9% vs 29%). 


